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d is t r i ct s . I wi l l b e t he f i r st one to say that we did have
a problem during the last decade, this was in regard to the
regent that represented us in the western part of the
district. H e had western Nebraska, and then h e h a d t he
northern t- er of counties. But we changed that four years
ago. I t h i nk i t i s wor k i ng now. I wou l d u r ge y o u t o
support t h - s ki l l mot i on .

PRESIDENT: Senator Wesely, then Senator Vard Johnson.

SENATOR WESELY: T h an k you . Mr. President, members, I 'm
g oing t o 3ust take a c..uple of minutes, then I'm going to
gsve the rest of my tsme to Senator Ru pp . I d i d s erve o n
the Con:; t.s to t .zo» Co mmittee t h a t hea r d t hi s l eg zs l a t x o n .

PRESIDENT: Nay we have order in the Chamber, please. There
is a lot of conversation rolling around he re ( g a v e l ) i n t he

SENATOR WESELY: Th an k you . T hank you , M r. Pr es i d e n t . I
served on the c ommittee which heard this legislation.
Senator Hab e r man o r Senator He f n er sai d l ook at t h e
statement from the committee. You can see o n l y t he G o v e r no r
showed up i n supp o r t . That is very misleading and not t he
truth. If you look at the statement, you wil l see t h a t
there was a number of people that are identified as neutral.
They are neutral but in fact they were there representing
t he G o v e r n o r 's Task Force on h i gh er educ a t i o n. That
commission found one of their recommendations of hi gh
priority to be appointment of the board of regents. Now
because of th e t a x st atus and the identity of that
commission, they could not come out in favor or o pposed t o
legislation. They were there to talk about their commission
study. A n d their commission s tudy found that this w as
something they thought ought to be done. So, in fact, they
d:d support this resolution. They rep r e sen t a n um be r o f
people in this state that have looked at the issue, taken
the : ime as citizens wit). iut any b ias one way o r t he o t he r ,
withou t a n y p ol i t i c al c on si d e r a t i on , who looked at the issue
and came back t o u s and said we think we ought to change our
system of electing the board of regents. So I want to
emphasize the Governor wasn't alone but he had a lot of
support from the commission, those citizens who make up the
commission, who looked at the issue and concluded i t i s i n
t he be st interest o f our s t at e t o go t o t h i s
e lected . . . r at h e r than elected to go to an a ppointive

stone wa l l s .
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